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IN THE CLAIMS: 




1 . (currently amended) A method of controlling a safe, said method comprising the steps 

roviding an electronic lock for said safe through which a plurality of different types of 
4/\ transactior^can be performed ; 

providmg coupling a control unit external to said safe and coupled to said electronic lock 
6 for continual communications between the control unit and the electronic lock : 

said control unit continually monitoring said transactions with said electronic lock; 
8 receiving signals a(said electronic lock from said control unit; and 

\ controlling said safe ha response to said signals. 

\\ 

2. (original) The method of cl^m 1 further comprising a step of sending an unlock signal to 
said electronic lock from said control uiut. 

3. (original) The method of claim 2 wheiW said step of sending an unlock signal 
comprises sending an unlock signal after receiving user ID and a PIN. 



4. (original) The method of claim 3 further comprising a step of encrypting said PIN. 
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(original) The method of claim 3 further comprising a step of saving at least a portion of 



said signals in an audit database 



6. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said step of receiving signals at said electronic 

lock comprises receiving said signals from a remotely located computer. 

\ 
\ 

7. (original)\rhe method of claim 1 further comprising a step of sending signals from said 
electronic lock to safd control unit. 



8. (currently amende^ A method of controlling a safe, said method comprising the steps 



2 of: 



\ 

providing an electronic^ock for said safe through which a plurality of different types of 

4 transactions can be performed; \. 

providing a control unit external to said safe for continually monitoring said transactions 

6 with said electronic lock; \^ 

receiving login information at [[ajj said control unit external to said safe; 

8 enabling a user to select an open do&r option; and 

providing signals from said control un^to said electronic lock in response to the selection 

\ 

10 of said open door option. ^ 

\ 

9. (original) The method of claim 8 further comprising a step of saving said login 
2 information in a database. 
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10. \ (original) The method of claim 8 wherein said step of enabling a user to select an open 
door option comprises displaying an open door option on said control unit. 



1 1 . (currenfi^amended) The method of claim 8 wherein said step of enabling a user to select 
an open door optioi^comprises providing a predetermined location on said control unit for 
enabling the Usenet the open door option accessing said electronic lock . 



12. (original) The metho^of claim 1 1 wherein said step of providing a predetermined 
location comprises providing a secret location on a computer screen. 



13. (original) The method of clai^i 8 wherein said step of enabling a user to select an open 
door option comprises enabling entry of an override response key. 



14. (original) The method of claim 8 wherein said step of receiving login information on said 
control unit comprises receiving a user ID ancka PIN. 

15. (original) The method of claim 8 further comprising a step of encrypting at least a 
portion of said login information. 

16. (original) The method of claim 15 further comprising a step of saving said portion of 
said login information in a database. 
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17. ^currently amended) A method of controlling a safe, said method comprising the steps 
2 of: 

providing an electronic lock for said safe through which a plurality of different types of 
4 transactions can lae performed; 

providing a control unit external to said safe for continually monitoring said transactions 
6 with said electronic loci 

receiving a user ID \nd a PIN at [[a]] said control unit external to said safe; 
^8 enabling a user to selec^an open door option displayed on said control unit; 



encrypting said PIN; 



10 saving said user ID and an en\rypted PIN in a database; and 

providing an unlock signal frontaaid control unit to said electronic lock in response to the 
12 selection of said open door option if said U6er ID and PIN are valid. 
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18. Currently amended) A method of controlling a safe, said method comprising the steps 
2 of: 

ling an electronic lock for said safe through which a plurality of different types of 
4 transactions caAbe performed : 

providing V control unit external to said safe for continually monitoring said transactions 
6 with said electronic 

coupling a control unit externally to an electronic lock; 
providing signals fram said control unit to said safe; 
coupling said signals t^said electronic lock; and 
; 10 unlocking said safe in response to said signals. 



v 



19. (original) The method of clain^ 18 further including a step of receiving login information 
2 at said control unit. 

20. (original) The method of claim 19 wti^rein said step of receiving login information on 
2 said control unit comprises receiving a user ID ahd a PIN. 



21 . (original) The method of claim 19 further con^prising a step of saving said login 
information in a database. 
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22. ^\ (original) The method of claim 18 further including a step of displaying an open door 
I optior\on said control unit. 

23. (currently amended) The method of claim 22 wherein said step of displaying a open door 
I option comprises selecting displaying a secret location on a computer display for unlocking said 

safe accessing saui electronic lock . 

^ 24. (currently amended) The method of claim 23 further comprising a step of receiving login 
information after said secret location is accessed selected on said computer display. 

25. (original) The method qf claim 18 wherein said step of providing signals comprises 
providing an unlock signal to saia\safe from a remote computer. 



26. (original) The method of claim. 18 further comprising a step of providing a status of said 

\ 

electronic lock to said control unit. \ 

\ 
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27. ^currently amended) An apparatus for controlling a safe, said apparatus comprising: 
an\lectronic lock incorporated in said safe through which a plurality of different types of 

transactions can be performed ; 

an input/output port coupled to said electronic lock; 

a control unk external to said safe coupled to said input/output port for continually 
monitoring said transactions with said electronic lock : and 

a control signal received at said input/output port from said control unit for controlling 
said electronic lock . 

28. (original) The apparatus Of claim 27 wherein said control unit comprises a computer. 

29. (original) The apparatus of claim 28 wherein said computer comprises a remote 
computer coupled to said input/output port by way of a communication network. 

30. (original) The apparatus of claim 29 wherein said remote computer further comprises a 
communication circuit. 

3 1 . (original) The apparatus of claim 29 wherein s\id remote computer further comprises a 
memory. 
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32. \original) The apparatus of claim 31 wherein said memory comprises a database having 
2 encrypted WN information. 

33. (original) >[he apparatus of claim 32 wherein said electronic lock further comprises a 
2 communication circuit. 



34. (currently amendedX A system for controlling a safe, said apparatus comprising: 




an electronic lock means for controlling said safe; 

an input/output means coufoled to said electronic lock means for receiving signals; 
4 V a control unit means external to said safe and coupled to said input/output means for 

continually monitoring operation of said\lectronic lock and for providing signals to said 
6 electronic lock; 

a signal received at said input/output me^ns from said control unit means for controlling 
8 said safe; and 

a memory coupled to said control unit means ffy storing monitored information received 
10 by said control unit means in an audit trail database. 
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